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EXCAVACIONES EN ALERO GIANELLA, CURSO MEDIO DEL VALLE
DE CHACABUCO (ANDES CENTRO PATAGONICOS)
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RESUMEN

El presente estudio aborda la excavacion y andlisis zooarqueoldgico v litico de un pequerio alero
con arte rupestre, ubicado en el curso medio del valle de Chacabuco (Patagonia central). Aunque el sitio
y sus pictografias son conocidos desde hace afios, su excavacion permitié asociarlo con eventos de caza
estival. La preparacion y uso de variados artefactos liticos permite sospechar, sin embargo, de otras fun-
ciones dentro de visitas en un periodo restringido a unos pocos siglos. Una fecha de 2720+25 AP sugiere
ademas que esta zona fue ocupada mas regularmente y antes de lo que se creia, y aunque se confirma la
relacién con zonas orientales complementariamente al aprovechamiento de materias primas liticas locales.
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EXCAVATIONS AT ALERO GIANELLA, MIDDLE CHACABUCO
VALLEY (CENTRAL PATAGONIAN ANDES)

ABSTRACT

The present study addresses the excavation and faunal and lithic analysis of one small rock shelter
with rock paintings on an Andean valley in South-Central Patagonia. Although the zooarchaeological
context is largely concordant with summer hunting forays, the preparation and use of diverse lithic artefacts
suggests other activities were performed at the site, besides its use as a hunting stand. A 2720+25 BP
radiocarbon date at the base indicates also that this area was occupied earlier and perhaps more regularly
than previously thought. Although the relationship with the eastern plains is confirmed, we observe also
the use of local raw materials.
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